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APABT from our ordinary studies or pursuits, it is
undoubtedly an advantage to have some "hobby," or
means of recreation, other than those which are too
frequently adopted for the mere purpose of " killing time."
While there are some whose mental inclination leads them
in i\e direction of philosophic science or literature for
theirNrfecre^TOv puWitspdiere are many whose taste leans
towards those of a more mechanical nature. In all grades
of society^frotDDi theJTJjghest to the more humble members
of the community, the vast field of mechanical art has
been explored for the purposes of intellectual enjoyment.

Moreover, the pleasure to be derived from making or
constructing mechanical objects is not only a most agree-
able pastime, b\it the work, if creditably executed, remains
as a testimonial to individual labour and skill, and the
simple title HAND-MADE carries with it a history of
patience, perseverance, and industry which should entitle
it to a high rank in human estimation.

Those who may have no desire for a more intimate
acquaintance with mechanical operations than may be
gleaned by reading, will, it is hoped, find in these pages
sufficient information concerning some of our important
mechanical arts to interest them, while, at the same time,
it has been the authors aim to render the work acceptable
to the rising youth of both sexes as a source of useful
information and instruction.